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MAAS 17/84/~.

26 September 1984

AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVOLVING RAF JET PROVOST T3A, XM 453

Date: 21 Nov 83

Parent Airfield: RAF Leeming

Place of Accident: 2nm SSE of Ribblehead Viaduct (Yorks)
Crew: Two

Casualties: One Major

CIRCUMSTANCES

1. An instructor and his student were engaged on a low level training exercise
in XM 453 when the aircraft was struck by several birds. The instructor
immediately took control from the student and jnitiated a climbing turn towards
his base airfield. Although the throttle had not been moved there was a

marked loss of thrust from the engine'bombined with an unusual rumbling noise.
While the aircraft was in a glide descent from 1500 ft, it was noticed that

the jet pipe temperature was in excess of 800'C. There was insufficient

height left to enable completion of the drills appropriate to the apparent
engine surge so the instructor, having transmitted distress calls, ordered
abandonment as the aircraft approached high ground. The student was unhurt

but the instructor sustained a compression fracture of the spine. The aircraft
‘crashed near the top of a small moorland hill, bursting into flames on impact.

CAUSE o

2. The cause of the accident was assessed as damage to the engine intakes

by bird impacts, by bird ingestion into the engine, or by a combination of both.
It was judged that the damage would have induced a compressor stall which would
subsequently have developed into a prolonged engine surge. With insufficient
height and speed to attempt to clear the stall, and with no suitable area in which
to land, the crew had no option but to abandon the aircraft.

CLAIMS

3. No claims have yet been submitted but they may still arise due to possible
damage to grazing land and/or loss of stock.
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