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ACCIDENT TO ROYAL AIR FORCE LIGHTNING F3 XP753

Date: 26 August 1983

Parent Airfield: RAF Binbrook

Place of Accident: Scarborough

Crews ne

Casualties: One = pilot killed
CIRCUMSTANCES

XP753, flown by an authorised ILightning display pilot, was scheduled
to perform at the Tees-=Side Air Show on 27 August 1983, and was due t
pre=position at the airport on the day before. The transit flight wa
plamned at low=level in order to achieve some worthwhile training.
Prior to departure, the pilot was asked by telephone if he could fly
past the RAF recruiting exhibition which was being held at North Bay,
Scarborough. He agreed that if it were possible he would do so, and
that he would carry out 2 turns over the 'sea before continuing to his
destination.

Although not formally tasked to carry out a display, the aircraft
arrived off Scarborough some 10 minutes after take—off and the pilot
began by making one low run over the sea parallel to the shoreline

in a gentle right hand turn. XP753 was then seen to turn about and t
make a second pass at low speed on a southerly heading, initially wit
its undercarriage and flaps lowered. During this pass, both engines
were put into reheat power, the undercarriage and flaps were
retracted, and the aircraft made a climbing turn to the left heading
out to sea. Power was then reduced and, at an estimated height of
1500 £+, the aircraft began a tight descending right hand turn back
towards the coast. As it approached Castle Cliff, a rocky headland
extending to 225 ft above the sea at the southern end of North Bay,
the aircraft was at low airspeed and at a correspondingly high angle
of attack. It crossed the road which runs aslong the base of the
cliffs at a low altitude, still descending, in a nose up attitude and
at a high angle of bank. On crossing the coastline again, the pilot
apparently started to level the wings before the nose of the aircraft
rose abruptly; the aircraft momentarily hung in mid-air, then the nos
dropped as the aircraft rolled to the right and struck the water, a
few hundred yards off-shore. Some members of the public attempted +o
rescue the pilot, but he was killed instantaneously in the crash;

the in-shore life=boat reached the area a few minutes later.



CAUSE

Despite arr exhaustive examination of the wreckage, no technical
failure which might have contributed to the accident could be
identified and there was no evidence that the aircraft might have
suffered a birdstrike. There were numerous eyewitnesses to the crast
and, from their statements and the interpretation of many photographs
taken during the fly-pasts, it was possible to reconstruct the
aircraft?s most probable flight path. From this analysis it was
concluded that the pilot in performing his display had misjudged his
separation from Castle Cliff and that the speed and height of his
final turn had not allowed any margin for error. It was postulated
that the pilot may not have realised his proximity to the cliff umtil
a very late stage and that consequently he had stalled the aircraft i

his efforts to avoid it.
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